


Plaintifr Mary Simons complaining of Defendant James Brov»/n. would, throuch her 
undersigned counsei, respectfully show unto the Court as follows: 

parties 

Plainliff Mary Simons, is a citizen and resident of Columbia, South Camlfoia. 
Oefandant James Brown, is, upon Information and belief, a citizen and resident of 
Beach Island, South CaroNna. 

ygMyg 

This Coiirt has JurladiGlion over dtata mattMs baaed upon Aftioit V of the South 

Caiolna Consttudon. «.C. Coos Am. H 3S-2-802 and 3S-2-803 (IfiTS), and Is 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT 
(Jury Trial Demanded) 


Ivo.ooesiB 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT ^ 

CIVIL ACTION NO 98-CP-_^ S/Y 




STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 


Mary Simons, 


Plaintiff, 


vs. 


Janies Brown, a/k/a and p/k/a The 
Godfether of Soul, 


Defendant. 
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Paragraphs 1 through 4 hereinabove are reiterated and re.^ileged as though set 
forth verbatim. 


Plaintiff Mary Simons (Mary Simons) met with and provided volunteer counseling 
services to Defendant James Brown (James Brown) for a period of time durirvg 1988 
to 1991 while he was incarcerated in prison, and later continued to counsel James 


Brown white he was living at the Lower Savannah Release Center and participating 
in the Community Action Release program. Mery Simons continued, as requested, 


to counsel James Brown from time to time until mid-January, 1998. 


On or about Monday, January 12,1998, James Brown called Mary Simons at her 
home in Columbia, South Carolina. James Brown informed Mary Simons that he 
was going into the hospital and asked her If she would accompany him to the 
hospital. Brown advised Mary Simons to be prepared to spend the night. James 



Brown asked Mary Simons to <neet him, and others for dinner at the Sheraton HoM 
in Augusta, Georgia later toat evening. Mary Simons agreed, and then traveled to 
the Sheraton H<^el. 

8. When Mwy Simone arrived at the Sheraton Hotel, she was Informed thirt James 
Brown had Stolen ijpui about his m«y, left the hotel with h» entourage, and had 
gone to the King George Restaurant. 

9 . Mary Sknorte then drove to 9ie King Oe^ge Resteurant where found one of 

Brown’s employeeewailing for tm: She was advitad hat Jamas Btawn had i^Dna 
to Ms house island, Soi^ Carolina. She was recNeefod to nwaJilr. 

BfownatWshonie.^ -v. 









10 When Mary Simons arrived, she was stopped by a now emprjyoa at the front 
security gate. After the security guard called Mr Brown and identifitid Ms Simons. 
James Brown carne to the gate to escort her in. 

11 James Brown began telling Mary Simons about his beliefs that “them bums" were 


after him and taking things such as guns, jewelry, and money from him. 

12 Mary Simons spent time with and listened to James Brown talk late into the evening 




of Monday, January 12,1998 and into the very early morning houiis of Tuesday, 
Jan‘jiiry 13.1998. During that time the repeatedly asked Brown what time he was 
checking into the hospital. 

In the early morning hours of Tuesday, January 13,1998. Mary Simons eventually 

fefl asleep, but was awoken less than an hour later by James Brown soeaming and 
yeWng. 

Later on Tuesday morning. January 13.1998. Mary Simons told Jamas Brown that 
if he was not going to the hospkai then she would leave and return to her home. 
James Brown t e aDond s d hvaawinQe a i Ti a#W Mi ^«i<^<ie^#»»#i#»fflti^ii^ ^i^>j^^l^ 

- ,—-w.•timyrmvnout some totoos that are eaiine 












the King George Restaurant At the restaurant, Mi. Brown and Ms. Simons met one 
of his employees and his spouse for dinner. 

17. Following the meal at the King George Restaurant, James Brown took Mary Simons 

back to his house and promised he would go to the hospital if she would bear with 


him. 


18. Upon information and belief, James Brown was taking illegal drugs during Tuesday 


night and Wednesday morning. 




19. On the morning ofWednesday, January 14,1998, James Brown’s behavior became 


■4 
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brings 9m gun'mib Mm in 9m 


erratic and he instructed Mary Simons to supervise the empioyeea at hit house. 
James Brown then goes and irrtroduces himself and Mary SNnons to the workers 
and they laughed and talked with the eniployees. James Brown begins cursing and 
raising his voice to emptoyees. Shortly afterward, James Brown appeared with a 
gun and pushed one of the employees and made aN of them get off of Ms property. 
Ms. Simons made repeated requests for Mr. Brown to go to the hoapitai or she 
wouidlaave. Ha p l eade d wUh her to stay. She was foarfol as to what ha would 
do and oontinuad to try «id reason with Mm. 

Later during the allamoon of Wsdnasday, January 14,1908, James Brown and 
Mary Simons ware driwm to Mr, Brown's ofiloe in Augusta, Oaorgla. JamasBiown 
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Upon arrival at James Brown’s office in Augusta. Georgia, Mr. Brown ordered a 
meeting for all of his staff into the conference room. During this meeting in the 
conference room, Ms. Simons witnesses Mr. Brown stiiki!)ghis longtime empioyeti 
Larry Fridie, in the face. James Brown then begins to verbally abuse each of his 


employees. 


23. James Brown continued to rant and rave, making false statements about Mary 


SinK>n8 and others. James Brown’s false statements included a statement that 
Mary Simons had gotten pregnant by him white he was incarcerated in prison. 
During the entire time in James Brown’s office on Wednesday, January 14,1908, 


James Brown kept his gun within his arms length or easy access. Also, during this 

entire time in his office Mary Sknons was attempting to appease Jwnes Brown and 



dissuade him from further violence. Mary Simons attempted to calm everyone else 
around James Brown. 

24. James Brown eventuaiiy instructed everyone that the meeting was over. Mr.Brovwi 

then went to his persorwl oflioe carrying his ^n and fired tire gun twioe without 
warning In the near presence of Mary Simons. Mary Simons was vary afiaid and 
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29 . 


the rear of the limousine knowing that Mary Simons did not smoke and did not 
consent to breathing second-hand tobacco smoke. James Brown cxantinued to force 
and pressure Mary Simons to smoke to the point where Mary Simons took a burning 
cigarette from James Brown’s hand and put it to her lips and pretended to inhale. 
James Brown eventually directed the limousine driver to again take them to the King 
George Restaurant. When they arrived James Brown observed another individual 
he knew in the restaurant and directed Mary Simons to sit with that individual. 
Later, they were joined by another person. Fearful of Mr. Brown's demeanor, 
erratic behavior and the gun in the car, she obeyed his instructior s. yk,fler the food 
was served, James Brown continued ranting and raving, made claims that people 
were trying to poison him. He abused a young protegee by ordering him to sit on 
the floor, sing loudly and "waNow” on the floor. 

In the erupting scene, Mr. Brown ordered Ms. Simons back to his limousine, wMi 
Mnweir always in her prasenoe, and had the driver take them back to his houae. 
Ma. Simons triad to gat to her car to latve only to be told by Mr. Brown that aha 
could only leave ovw Ms "dead body”. 

Faflcuflng tl»kafiheiat.M.naiBrown^ahouaa, aiM iatorin the n^htof^^^ 








refused and eventually talked Mr. Brown into leaving her bedroom. She cowered 
in the bed and prayed for some end to the ordeal. 

31 James Brown continued to keep Mary Simons awake late all night until daylight on 
the morning of Thursday. January 15. 1998. telling v/ild stories such as his 
premonition that someone was trying to kill him. He periodicatiy required Ms. 
Sknons to accompany him on walks through the house. 

32. On various occasions during the night of Wednesday, January 14.1998. when Mary 
Simons asked James Brown If she could leave his house, James Brown replied 
continually, “Over my dead body." 

33. In the Immediate presence of Mary Simons. James Brown fired the gun many times 

during the early morning hours of Thoraday. January 15,1996. 

34. Occasionally Mr. Brown threatened to go to hit oflloe In Augusta, Georgia and kW 
evwyone "who has stolen from me". Mary Simons oontlmied to try to calm and 
soothe Jantos Brown and dissuade him ftom additionai vtolont acts. 


35. laHlMSy 






15.1995,May Slnwnsatisrwptodtohavaapflvato co f w a tea llp n wt^ 
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Mary Simons finally convinced Brown to allow her to leave later during the day on 
Thursday. January 15, 1998. 

38. As a direct anti proximate result of the ordeal over the three days, including her lack 
of sleep, lack of food, forced imprisonment, mental anguish, public humiliation, fear 
of imminent death, fear of harm, fear of sexual assault, assaults, Mary Simons has 
developed and presently suffers with physical disorders and severe mental stress, 
has lost steep, and suffered other emotional harm. 

39. Upon information and belief, James Brown was hospitalized shortly after Ms. 
Sknons escaped his compound on Thursday, January 15,1998. 


FftR A FHWT ^ actiqm 
(A aeaulQ 

40. Paragraphs 1 through 39 hereinabove are reitenrted and retfleged as though set 
forth verbatim. 

James Brawn’s violent actions, including but not UmNsd to 
thr e i tonin g wito Ms gun, thieoto of seictiai assault, 
allampting to force her to smoke 


Ms gun. 















EQBA-aefi-OHP CAUSE X^LACILOH 

(Battery) 

44 Paragraphs 1 through 43 hereinabove are reiterated and realleged as thougn iet 
forth verbatim 

45. James Brown inflicted unlawful violence on the person of Mar/ Simons. 

46. James Brown inflicted unauthorized touching on the person of Mary Simoi^s 

47. James Brown battered Mary Simons at various times on Wednesday. January 14. 

1998 and Thursday. January 15. 1998. such that she ha?; been damaged as 

described above, and is entitled to recover damages in art amount in excess of 

$100,(X)0.00 and as may be proven at trial. 

PORATHBtPCAygQFACTIQM 
(Outfege ~ Inisntlonal Inff letlen of Emotional Oietraee) 

48. Paragraphs 1 through 47 hereinabove are reiterated and rsaHagad as though set 
forth verbatim. 

49. Jamas Bfoiminlefitlooallylfiitictadsavamamcttonaidistiaas Oft Mary 
80. James Broom was oaifaio or substaiilially certain that such dlit»^ 

iom his conduct towards Mary Simons. 

JaiiMt Brown’s oofiduet was so axifarna and outrageous aa to axeaad ait posalsla 

botiidaofdicaney. 














55. Jamei> Brown intentionally inflicted ernotional diatreac upon Mary Simona, such that 

she has been damaged as described above, and is entitled to recover damages in 
an amount in excess of $100.000.(X) and as may be proven at trial 



56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 


g.QR A FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTIQM 

(Falae Imprlaonment) 

Paragraphs 1 through 55 hereinabove are reiterated and realteged as though set 
forth verbatim. 

James Brown restrained and deprived Mary Simons of her personal Hberty. 
James Brown's restraint and deprivaflon of the personal liberties of Mery Simons 
was tetentionai. 

James Brown's restratet and deprivation of Ota personal Nberttes of Mary Simons 
stet without her consent. 

Jam es Brown's 

















WHEREFORE. PtaintiffMary Simons prays for judgmantagainstOofendantJamos 
Brown, for actual, spedal, and consaquential damages in an amount to tM more 


specifically proven at trial, and, not less than $5,000,000,00, and for punitive damages 


together with attorneys' fees and the costs of this action, and for such other and hwltwr 


raHsf as this Honorable Court may deem jurt and proper. 


LEWIS, BABCO CK & HAWKINS, L.LP. 

Stree^^ 

Poet Office Box 

Cotumbie^Jougj^Ceratina 20211*1206 \ 

(803)H|H 
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A. Camden LaiMia 
DaiylO. Hawklna 
ThomaaA. Pandoivia 
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STATE Oh SCXJTH CAROLINA 



COUNTY OF AIKEN 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT . 
CML ACTION NO. 96-CP -^#t- 


VERIFICATION 


Maiy Simons, 


Plaintiff, 


Janm Btcmmi, B/k/a and p/k/a The 
OodfMherofSoul. 


Defendant 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF AIKEN 


IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
CIVIL ACTION NO.98-CP-02-318 
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M«ry S^ons, 


Plaintiff, 
















STATE OP SOUTH CASOUHA 

County OF AiKBN 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 


IN A aVlL CASE 
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